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NEWSLETTER 1 June 2007 
 

 
Dear Membe rs and F r iends,   
 
F i rs t ly ,  on  beha l f  of  the commit tee  I wo u ld  l ike  to  g ive  a  very wa rm hearted we lcome  
to  a l l  o f  our new members and spec ia l  thanks f o r  the  cont inued support  o f  a l l  o f  our 
cur rent  me mbers.  
 
W el l ,  i t  has been an abso lu te ly  f an tast ic  and busy f i r s t  �Ma ry River research ing �  
season f o r  AFTCRA Inc .  and I have be en look ing f o rwa rd  to  p roducing an up t o  date  
report  de ta i l ing  our  succe sses and pass ing on our expe r ien ces to  eve ryone.  
 
Gabr ie l le  and I  have co mple ted add i t i ona l  t ra in ing  wi th  the  Q ld  EPA in  Decembe r  
2006 a t  the  Mon Repos Ma r ine  Turt le  rookery,  in  Bundaberg ,  wo rk ing  on Ma r ine  
tu r t le s by n ight  and F resh water tu r t les  by day,  no t  leav ing a  great  dea l  o f  t ime fo r  
s leep.  Our daughter ,  Jordan,  a lso  jo in ed us and is  f u l ly  t ra ined and competent  in  
da ta  co l lect ion  and the  hand l ing  o f  tu r t le s.   Both  our son Barton and daughter  
Jordan have jo ined AFTCRA Inc.  and t he ir  se rv ices have been inva luab le .   Jordan  
has he lped us  by reco rd ing data  on many occasion s,  and Ba rton has  spen t  many  
hours se t t ing  up AFTCRA�s co mputer,  p rogra ms and netwo rk ing syste m for  us.   
 
 

Gabr ie l le  care fu l ly tra nsfer r ing Logge rhead 
Turt le  eggs to an a rt i f ic ia l ne st loca ted above 

           the h igh t ide mark.                     
 
 
        
        

                                                     
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             Proudly suppor ted by the  
                                                     Au stra l ian Rept i le  Park 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
In  Ma rch,  a t  the  request  o f  Les ley  Ha le  f rom Green ing Aust ra l ia ,  Gabr ie l le  and I  
a t tended some wo rkshops in  Ro ckhamp ton.   W e presented some d isp lay an ima ls and  
gave ta lks to  2  pub l ic  schoo ls  as we l l  as Rockhampton Zoo and Rockhampton  
Rowing C lub w i th  the  main  a im be ing ident i f ica t ion  o f  the  6  spec ies o f  tu r t les  in  the  
Fi tz roy  dra inage,  espec ia l ly  the  f amous,  monotyp ic  F i t zro y R ive r tu r t le .  Mo st  p eop le  
had never seen a  l i ve  Fi tz roy R ive r tu r t le  and these workshops he lped to  gen era te  
more  communi ty  in te rest  amongst  those that  a t tended. W e were  a lso  in terv iewed by  
ABC Cap r ico rn ia  and were  f i lmed on  W IN Te le v is ion  a t  the  Rockha mpton Zoo  
demonst ra t ion .  
 

Myse l f ,  Gabr ie l le  and Le sle y Ha le  
from Greening  Austra l ia ,  (  p lus a  
new me mber of  AFTCRA Inc. - front  
r ight )  be ing interv ie we d by Jack ie  
Macka y a t the ABC Capr icorn ia  
stud io .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gabr ie l le  and myse lf  pre sent ing a  
ta lk  to ch i ldre n from Frenc hvi l le  
State  Sc hool  Rockha mpton.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P h o t o � s  c o u r t e s y  o f  L e s l e y  H a l e  
 
 
 

 
Also suppor ted by �. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



On February 16 t h  we made Aust ra l ian  h is tory  and became the f i r s t  p r iva te  rept i le  
keepers to  breed and re lease an endangered specie s in to  the  w i ld .   In  co l labora t io n  
wi th  the  EPA,  a  to ta l  o f  106 Mary  R iver tu r t les were  re leased in to  the  wi ld  on the 
16 t h  Februa ry and 16 t h  Ma rch 2007.   Dor ian  McCa rtney ass is ted  us f o r  3  days and 
exper ienced  sno rke l l ing  f o r  endangere d tu r t les,  da ta  co l lect ion  and the  re leas ing o f  
capt ive  b red tu r t les .   A f te r  w i tness in g  how dangerous d iv ing  a mongst  logs and  
aquat ic  weed can be,  Dor ian  donated a  �Spare  A ir �  eme rgency a i r  supp ly  cy l inder.   
Thank you Do r ian !  
 

Dor ia n re lea sing Mary 
River  tur t le s into the wi ld.    
 
We could not ha ve  
achie ved th is without the  
huge ef fort  and suppor t  of  
Dr .  Co l in L impus from the  
QLD EP A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Once aga in ,  we wish  to  pa ss on  a  specia l  thank you  to  the  ind iv idua ls  and 
organ isa t ions that  made donat ions  to  AFTCRA Inc.  th i s  past  yea r.  Thank you to  
Peter Johnson and Je f f  Armst rong f rom ht tp : / /www.mache rps. com/  wh o both  
generously  donated the ir  MacHerp s Exp o pr i ze  money.  
 
W e would  a lso  l ike  to  thank A l lan  Lev in son and Peter Johnson f o r  donat ing  the ir  t ime  
in  ass is t ing  us a t  the  Sydney Rept i le  Expo th is  year.   The Expo was a  huge success  
wi th  o ver 10,000 v is i to rs .   
 
 
 

Thank you to  S imon Gra inge r and �Everyth ing Rept i le �  
f o r  the i r  k ind  donat ion  o f  an  underwate r CCTV came ra,  
comple te  wi th  l igh t  and co lour L CD moni to r .  Th is  
syste m has a  20 met re  cab le  to  a l low underwate r  
v iew ing f rom a boat  o r  canoe.  

 
 
   EVERYTHING REPTILE 
 
Gabr ie l le  and  I have been sub-cont racted by an env iron menta l  consu l tancy co mpany  
who are  underta k ing the  Env i ronmenta l  Impa ct  Sta tement  f o r  the  p roposed mega-
dam on the Mary R ive r a t  T raveston.   The a im o f  th is  E IS is  to  p rov ide deta i le d  
in format ion  on numbers and specie s o f  f reshwater tu r t les,  Lungf ish  and Mary Rive r  
Cod w i th in  the  da m inundat ion  zone.  In  add i t ion  to  th is ,  ove r 20 k i lo met re s wa s a lso  
sampled a t  Gymp ie  and near T iaro ,  over 100 k i lome t res down st rea m of  the 



inundat ion  zone,  to  be used f o r  compar ison.   100% of  a l l  the  money we have e arned  
do ing th is  c r i t i ca l  wo rk has been donated to  AFTCRA Inc . ,  wh ich  has so  f a r  
amounted to  over $10,000.   Th is  has a l lowed us to  purchase v i ta l  equ ipment  f o r  our  
own 3  year Ma ry River survey.  
 
W e have commenced our surve y wo rk a t  one  s i te  in  the  upper ca tchment  o f  the  Mary  
Rive r and have so  f a r  caught ,  co l le cted  data  f rom,  tagged and re leased 83 tu r t les in  
to ta l .   Be low is  a  summary o f  the  tur t les  that  we have p rocessed :  
 
Ma ry R ive r  tur t le s                      Elusor macrurus                      63 
Broad-she l led tur t le s                 Chelodina e xpansa                     1  
Southern-sna pping turt le s         Elseya a lbagula                        12 
Kref f t � s tur t le s                          Emydura macqua r i i  kre ff t i i          7  
                  
The most  va luab le  in format ion  co l lecte d so  f a r  is  tha t  o f  the  63 Mary R ive r t u r t le s  
captured,  66% were  e i the r juven i les o r  sub-adu l ts  ind ica t ing  tha t  rec ru i tment  o f  th is  
species  in  th is  part  o f  the  r ive r i s  su rp r is ing ly  very good!   (Zero  rec ru i tment  is  when  
an age ing popu la t ion  has no ju ven i les reach ing matu r i t y  to  rep lace the  non -bre ed ing  
an imals) .  I  con servat ive ly  e st imate  th a t  be tween 150 and 200 Mary R ive r tu r t le s  
ex is t  in  th is  450 met re  s t re tch  o f  the  r iver,  wh ich is  an e xt re mely dense popu la t ion .    
 
W e have a lso  been ab le  to  ident i f y  Ma ry  R ive r tu r t les �  p re ferred hab i ta t  wh ich  
consis ts  o f  a  r i f f le  zone ad ja cent  to  a  sandy  nest ing  bank wi th  le ss tha n 40% 
vegeta t ion  cover ing  i t  ( f o r  nest ing ),  le ad ing in to  a  deep poo l ,  o f  over 4  met res in  
depth  wi th  med ium to  heavy log  cove r .   W e have f ound la rge popu la t ions o f  Mary  
r i ver tu r t les cons is t ing  o f  adu l ts ,  sub-a du l ts  and juven i les in  the  upper ca tch ment  o f  
the  Ma ry R ive r w i th  the  above f o rmula  repeated a t  least  seven t imes ind ica t in g  that  
our idea o f  p re ferred hab i ta t  is  a  co rre ct  one.   Nowhe re e lse  in  the  Ma ry River tha t  
we have looked a t  in  our pre l im inary search,  in c lud ing in  the  midd le  (Gymp ie) or  
lowe r ca tch ment  (T ia ro) o f  the  r i ver ,  has such h igh numbe rs o f  juven i le  or  sub -adu l t  
tu r t le s .           
 
W e have been v is i ted  by Mr John Seyjagat ,  cura to r  o f  Aust ra l ian  exh ib i ts  a t  
Ba l t imore  Nat iona l  Aquar ium,  who  is  re commend ing an a l l iance w i th  AFTCRA Inc.  on  
h is  re turn  to  the  USA.   Ba l t imore  Aqu ar iu m wi l l  be  ab le  to  pro v ide f und ing and we  
wi l l  be  ab le  to  host  aquar is ts  f rom the i r  inst i tu t ion  w i th  the  a im o f  p rov id ing  in -s i tu  
f ie ld  work research and data  co l lect ion  t ra in ing.     
 

 
Ma ry River  Tur t le  Ne st ing Bank  
fo l lowed by Ri ff le  Zone and 
Deep Pool in the upper  
catchment o f the r iver .   Th is  
nest ing ba nk is one o f 12 known 
nest ing bank s tha t wi l l  be  
f looded i f  the me ga-da m on the  
Ma ry Rive r  goe s a head.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
W e have a lso  been v is i ted  by we l l  kn own tur t le  conserva t ion is t  and author Franck  
Bon in ,  f rom Fran ce,  who has jo ined me on many occasions sno rke l l ing  in  th e  Ma ry  
Rive r.   He is  absolute ly outraged  a t  t he  Queensland Sta te  Government �s  de c is ion  
to  bu i ld  a  mega-dam on the  Mary River and suggested tha t  i t  shou ld  be made a 
W orld  Her i tage a rea in stead,  due to  the  vast  nu mber  o f  th reatened spec ies a nd the  
d iverse range o f  aquat ic  an ima ls inha b i t ing  th is  de l i ca te  ecosyste m.   Franck has  
wr i t ten  and pub l ished a  le t te r  o f  d isap prova l  in  two languages wh ich  is  be in g sent  
wor ldw ide!    
 

Our new webs i te  shou ld  be up and runn ing wi th in  the  next  f ew 
weeks thanks to  Pete r Johnson  and Re dman Partne rs.   The s i t e  
wi l l  have shopp ing cart  f ac i l i t ie s and you wi l l  be  ab le  t o  
purchase me rchand ise ,  o r  pay me mbersh ip  f ees wi th  Paypa l  o r  
cred i t  card .   W e wi l l  eventua l l y  have in format ion  pages on a l l  
endangered and threatened f reshwater tu r t le  spec ies to  ass is t  

 s tudents w i th  schoo l  pro ject s .   W e are  a lso  work ing on the          
concept  o f  �Adopt  a  tu r t le �  whereby in  re tu rn  f o r  sponsorsh ip ,  you w i l l  rece ive  
photo �s  o f  an  ind iv idua l l y  tagged tur t le  as we l l  as i t � s  s i ze  data ,  and i f  caught  aga in ,  
new measu rements and photo �s  a re  passed on to  the  sponsor .    

 
In  May,  Gab r ie l le  and I f lew to  Sydney to  se t  up  an AFTCRA Inc.  s ta l l  a t  the  Sydney  
Rept i le  and Amphib ian Expo,  run  by Anthony St imson,  who happens to  be one o f  our 
newest  membe rs.   The expo was a  huge success and we genera ted a  lo t  of  in terest  
f o r  AFTCRA In c.  wi th  over  10,000 peop le  a t tend ing th is  huge e vent .   S ince  
present ing  a  mul t i -med ia  presenta t ion  o n �Conservat ion -The Ma ry R ive r Turt le  Story �  
a t  the  C.A.R.A conference  as we l l  as a t tend ing the  s ta l l  over the  3  day per iod ,  many  
o f f e rs  o f  ass is tance have been ro l l ing  in .   W e wi l l  keep you up to  date  wi th  any news  
o f  these o f f e rs  as they eventuate .  
 

Gabr ie l le  a t  the AFT CR A 
Inc.  sta l l  pre pared for  
opening on the f irst  day o f 
the expo.    
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
W e have prov ided in format ion  and photographs to  pub l i shers f o r  u se in  two se para te  
books be ing,  �Loca l ly  W i ld :  Keep ing Nat ive  An ima ls as Pets �  as we l l  as a  text  
book f o r  the  schoo l  cur r i cu lu m on Th rea tened Species.  
 



 
 
 
 W e have a lso  prov ided Green ing Aust ra l ia  w i th  in format ion  and photographs f o r  
the i r  wonde rfu l  f act  sheets and posters on the Fi tzroy R ive r tu r t le .  W ith  Green ing 
Aust ra l ia �s  permiss ion,  we hope to  have these ava i lab le  as download s f o r  me mbers  
o f  AFTCRA In c. ,  f ree  o f  charge.      

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 18 t h  February Gabr ie l le  a lso  a t tended the 
�MacHe rps�  expo a t  an  AFTCRA Inc.  in fo rmat ion  
s ta l l  to  a l so  he lp  to  gene ra te  in te rest  in  the  
associa t ion .   A  lo t  o f  f un  was had by a l l  and  
Gabr ie l le  repo rts  tha t  she en joyed  the  netwo rk ing  
and meet ing  o thers w i th  s imi la r  in te rest s .  

 
 
Last  but  not  leas t ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank my wi f e ,  Gabr ie l le ,  f o r  a l l  o f  her hard  work 
and ass is tan ce to  the  o rgan isa t ion  and runn ing o f  AFTCRA Inc .  as Sec re ta ry a nd 
act ing  T reasu rer e tc .   Gab r ie l le  has bee n a  p i l la r  o f  s t rength  when I ha ve f ound 
t ime s ext reme ly d i f f icu l t .  
 
Keep an eye out  f o r  our new websi te  co ming soon!  
 
K ind rega rds,   
 

 
Cra ig  Lat ta-P res ident -AFTCRA In c.      
 
 
 
 
 

  Catc h you late r ! 


